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FISHERIES — APPROVALS 
Statement by Minister for Regional Development 

MR D.T. REDMAN (Warren–Blackwood — Minister for Regional Development) [9.04 am]: In the absence 
of the minister representing the Minister for Fisheries, I am here representing the minister who is absent in 
representing the Minister for Fisheries! 
This year, the Minister for Fisheries approved the implementation of a new licensing framework for the aquatic 
tour charter industry in Western Australia. This new framework provides a simplified licensing system and will 
assist the charter industry to meet future challenges. The key changes include removing the requirement to hold 
a licence to operate land-based fishing tours, aquatic ecotours and fishing tours from a non-motorised vessel. 
Previous licensing arrangements were restrictive and provided less flexibility for charter operators. The changes 
implemented by this government represent a positive step forward in the management of the charter industry 
across Western Australia. 

Recently, the Minister for Fisheries approved the implementation of changes within the recreational rock lobster 
fishery that relate to the opening and starting date for the rock lobster fishing season for the south  
coast—Black Point to the South Australian border—and the Abrolhos Islands. Changing the opening date of the 
season has meant that there is now a consistent season for recreational rock lobster fishing from the south coast 
to North West Cape—that is, from 15 October to 30 June. These changes are another step on the path to 
simplifying recreational fishing rules for Western Australia. 

In August this year, the Minister for Fisheries approved the declaration of the Kimberley Aquaculture 
Development Zone at Cone Bay. The zone has been created through a process that primarily involved 
environmental assessment of the zone as a strategic proposal under part IV of the Environmental Protection Act 
1986. By securing approval of this proposal, the KADZ project has provided a more streamlined assessment and 
regulatory process for future aquaculture operators starting up within the zoned area. The development of this 
aquaculture zone will provide an investment-ready platform for future aquaculture operators’ investors. 

Earlier this year, an online fish translocation approval process was implemented. It is designed to assess the level 
of risk posed by fish that are translocated in Western Australia for non-commercial, aquaculture and commercial 
purposes. Previously, applicants seeking authority to translocate fish were required to complete a paper-based 
form as part of the risk assessment process. This process was often time consuming, unwieldy and not cost 
effective. The new online form provides a more streamlined, user-friendly application process and has resulted in 
a decrease in the approvals processing time. 
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